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way, has the appearance of a swiftly changing dream. For this reason FalstafF, as ^ve recreate him in our imagination, remains quite un-threatened by the violent events in the two parts of Henry IF; the world in which Prince Henry and Hotspur fight and the king dies is not his world, but only a dream which passes over it. Time is the central reality in that dream, and Time passes him by.
It is this imperviousness to time, this almost mythical permanence, which deepens our delight in such figures as FalstafF, Uncle Toby, Cuddie Headrigg, and Mr Micawber. To admit that they were capable of change would be to limit their significance, not to enrich it; changed, they would no longer be universal in their place, which is a stationary spatial world in which time has reached an equilibrium. This is the reason why, when Dickens fits out Micawber with a new existence at the end of David Copperfield, the effect is so displeasing. Not only is a term set to a delight which seemed unending, but Micawber himself is at one stroke robbed of his eternal validity. We still think of him as everlastingly " waiting for something to turn up,** it is true,